
Lesson Five 



Van Gogh also used his perspective  
skills to draw interiors of rooms, or  
pieces of furniture.  
 
You are going to practise using a  
pencil as a measuring tool before  
creating your own picture of  
your bedroom.  



Measuring with a pencil.  
 
Have you ever seen an artist at work? They hardly ever have the paper flat on the desk. They try to hold it at an  
angle. They often have easels to do this, but you could use a hard-back book or other support for your paper.   
 
This is so that when they draw what they see, they don’t lose the angle by looking down as this gives a different view.  
 
Step 1: Take a pencil and hold your arm out fully, in its ‘locked’ position.  
Step 2: Turn your pencil like the hands of a clock. This means your pencil should not be moving away from you  
             but just rotate around.  
Step 3: Close one of your eyes. This helps with accuracy.  
Step 4: Turn your pencil like the hand of a clock – either clockwise or anti-clockwise – until it lines up with the line you 
             are trying to draw. This could be the angle of a table, a door frame, or a box on a desk, for example.  
Step 5: When your pencil is in line with the angle you want to draw, transfer it onto your propped-up paper.   
             This shows you the angle you need to re-create the perspective.  Look carefully at the angle you have 
             measured and then draw it on.  
Step 6: Open your eye again! 
 
Challenge: If you feel confident using the pencil to get the angles of perspective, you can also try using it to measure 
length.  This is where you move your thumb from the rubber-end of your pencil, down to where the line you are  
copying stops. If you re-create the exact same distance on your paper each time, the scale will be in proportion to the  
original item.  You might need to double it or even multiply it further, depending on how close you are, to ensure it  
is not too tiny, though! 


